Be Strong In The Grace That Is In
Christ Jesus
“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.   Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer.   Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes according to the rules.  The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.  Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.” (2 Timothy 2:1-7)
Paul had raised Timothy in the grace of Jesus Christ. He had taught him the ways of the Lord and how to live a life according to what Jesus wants him to live.  Timothy was the pastor of the church of God at Ephesus and Paul admonished him to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus and to have strength from Him so he can be at the level that Christ wants him to be.  Paul in his letter to Timothy and the passage that we chose outlined the character and the qualifications that God wants to see in the one who serve Him.  Paul mentioned to Timothy in this passage four jobs; teacher, soldier, athlete and farmer, and God  wants us to learn from these professions how we should live and conduct our services to Him.
1)    Teacher: “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”  Timothy had received teaching from Paul, therefore he is now responsible to raise up qualified and reliable men who are able to teach others the decrees and the ways of the Lord. Truth  must  pass  from  generation  to  generation  so  that  each  generation  would  be disciplined by the word of God and walk in the ways of the Lord.

The Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, He was buried but rose from the dead on the 3rd day to give eternal life to those who believe in Him and follow His steps. Therefore each believer in Him must be disciplined and sanctified by the word of God, and he is required by the Lord to teach and train others with the truth he received.

To be an effective teacher you need to read the whole Bible, meditate on the Word of God, and to be obedient to His Word.   You cannot teach others what you do not practice.  Christianity is not head knowledge but it is a lifestyle.  Your life should be an example and true model for others to follow.   When you practice what you teach people will learn with the good demonstration of your life.

2)  Soldier:  “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving  as  a  soldier  gets  involved  in  civilian  affairs—he  wants  to   please  his commanding officer.” God’s servant should be like a soldier, brave and live his life not for himself but for His master.  “And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.”  (2 Corinthians 5:15)  We should live our lives to please God not ourselves.  Soldiers they deny themselves; they don’t think much about their lives.  They live a simple life and they are not interested in material things.  Soldiers are contented with what they have. They are ready to fight the enemy and are equipped to face trials and hardships. The same for Christ’s servants, they are soldiers ready to fight the devil and its demons. Our weapons as Christ’s’ workers are prayer, the Word of God, the name  of Jesus, the blood of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the praise of God in our mouths and the shield of faith in God  who called us to serve Him.   We should not be involved in civilian affairs or interested in worldly pleasures or fantasies.  We should not be involved in competitions to gain material things, positions or privileges.  We should endeavor to serve Jesus, to please Him and not to live a worldly life.

3)  Athlete:  Christian workers should be like athletes.  Athletes they live a strict life, they wake up early, they practice hard.  They live a life of discipline; they don’t drink or smoke but only take certain food in certain quantity and measure.  Our lives as Christian workers should be a life of discipline; to wake up early, to pray and read the Bible.  Not to read magazine or watch worldly or filthy TV program.  We should not smoke or drink alcohols. We ought to follow Christ’s Word and His rules to win the crown that Jesus would give to those who live their lives for Him and who are longing for His appearing

Jesus Christ said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!”  (Matthew 7: 21-23)  If you don’t follow Christ’s rules in your life and service to God, then when Jesus will come again He will not know you because you did not serve God according to His rules.

4)   Farmer: “The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.”  Christian worker should be like a hard working farmer.  The farmer prepares the ground, put the seed, water, and care and protect the plant.  He observes and waits patiently till the harvest matured so he can enjoy the crops.  We as Christian workers should realize that we should raise up the people as true disciples and teach them all what the Lord had commanded us to teach.   In observing and teaching all the commands of God this will bring the true harvest and the real crops that would be a true blessing to the Lord, to those whom we teach and to us who labour hard in His vineyard.

My dear and beloved:  “Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.”  Sit with the Lord and meditate on the message and the Lord will enlighten you on how to reflect that to be of value in your life as you agree to pray.
My prayer:  Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead to give me eternal life.  Lord I commit my life into your hand.  Take me Lord, change my characters, and cleans me from any sin.  Build me up to be an effective worker and give me your strength to bear fruit that will last.  Lord makes me teachable and helps me to practice what I learn so others will see and lean to follow you.  Give me the contentment to live my life for you and serve you wholeheartedly as a soldier serve his master.  Help me Lord to persevere and to live a life of discipline like an athlete. Teach me to be patient and to wait upon the harvest till it become mature. Thank you Lord. This is my prayer in Jesus name, Amen. 
